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Geographical Literature and Maps 861 

La Suisse Prehistorique. Le Paleolithique et le Neolithique. Par Dr. A> 
Schenk. Preface du Dr. P. A. Porel. x and 632 pp. Map, ills., index. 
F. Rouge & Oie, Lausanne, 1912. 10x6%. 

The author, former Curator of the Archaeological Museum of Lausanne,, 
died in 1910 at the age of 36 years. Originally a teacher, he turned his atten- 
tion to Archeology and Anthropology and specially cultivated human Paleont- 
ology. 

A careful perusal of his book convinces the reader that the author had 
completely mastered his subject up to the date of his death. Not only was he- 
fully conversant with what concerns his native country and adjacent regions 
of Europe, but he was thoroughly familiar with the literature of all previous 
times, as far as it emanated from European sources. The same cannot be said 
in regard to American literature. 

Of the earliest paleolithic period, preceding the last glaciation, rude imple- 
ments alone, prove, as yet, the co-existence of Man, the Mastodon, and other 
pachyderms now extinct. The earliest traces of man in Switzerland do not go 
further back than the Pleistocene or lower Quaternary. His remains are limited 
to caves and these seldom contain human vestiges. The cave-dweller was suc- 
ceeded, in time, by man of the neolithic period, among which the lake-dwellers 
have attracted chief attention. While the lake dwellings of the Neolithic 
period, owing to their number in Switzerland and the comparative ease withi 
which their features and artefacts could be studied, attracted chief attention! 
for a time, it was soon discovered that, about the same time, man lived also' 
on land and that he raised monuments of stone also. The Dolmens, Menhirs, 
Cromlechs belong, according to our author, to the same period. Only, he says,, 
there are fewer vestiges left, because their destruction and that of artefacts^ 
was more complete. The water of the lakes covered and preserved wooden 
remains of dwellings and implements, debris of artefacts could accumulate 
around the piles and at the lake-bottom. The remains of villages and of rude- 
fortifications on land exist in many places on Swiss soil, and what they reveal 
of vestiges of human industry is clearly neolithic. The book mentions the 
appearance of copper and bronze at the end of Neolithic times. Further than 
those times the work does not extend. 

The author pays no attention to work in his field in or about America. 
Now and then the new continent (so-called) is alluded to, but briefly. And 
yet, America would be well worthy of attention, since almost every other part 
of the world is drawn upon for illustration and comparison. Some attention 
might have been paid to the questions raised by Dr. HrdliSka regarding the 
antiquity of man. Where Dr. Schenk discusses every imaginable theory based 
upon Darwinism, it might not have been amiss, since he digs deeply into the 
obscure field of the origin and formation of so-called races of men based upon 
cranial peculiarities, to refer to artificial deformation of crania, so positively 
established among American tribes and continued among them during post- 
Columbian times, and the possible atavistic influences thereby exerted. He 
presents a handsome type of prehistoric trephyning, and speculates on the why 
and wherefore of the operation, ignoring the frequency of it among numerous 
Indian tribes. Ad. F. Bandelier. 

POLAR 

Le Monde Polaire. Par Otto Nordenskjold. Traduit du Sueflois par 
Georges Parmentier et Maurice Zimmermann. Preface du Dr. Jean 
Charcot, xi and 324 pp: Maps, ills. Armand Colin, Paris, 1913. Fr. 5. 

7%x4%. 

A fine translation of one of the best Polar books of recent years. The 
German edition "Die Polarwelt und ihre Nachbarlander " published in 1909 
was reviewed in the Bulletin (Vol. 41, 1909, pp. 775-776). Dr. Nordenskjold 
as Polar explorer, geographer and geologist was exceptionally competent to 
write for all intelligent readers this book telling many things best worth 
knowing about the lands around the poles, their characteristics, life and 
utility. 



